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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
 
I hope that everyone enjoyed the picnic that we had at Centennial Park.  We had 
over one hundred fifty participants and the weather was perfect.  We would like to 
thank our caterer Rangoli for great food. 
 
We had arranged for a bus trip to Vraj for September 12, 2015.  I want to 
apologize for having to cancel the bus trip at the last minute due to no show by 
our bus vendor.  We had requested two buses and only one bus showed up.  
Despite trying to make last minute arrangements, we were unable to complete the 
trip. 
 
We are really excited to bring you our premier program “Grand Navratri 
Dandiya” this year starting with Saaz Aur Sangeet October 10 followed by 
Swaraanjali Group on October 17 and Vipul Acharya Group from India on 
October 24 at Meadowbrook Athletic Complex.  Please see elsewhere in the 
Newsletter for more information. 
 
We are very pleased to bring you an excellent music program”Sugam Sangeet” 
for this year’s Diwali Dinner Program.  For more details, please see elsewhere in 
the Newsletter.  Please visit our website for updates and do provide your email 
address so we can keep you informed.  You can also go to our website 
http://www.gujaratisamajbaltimore.com and subscribe to have your name added 
on our mailing list.  For advertisements, please contact Raj (Bunty) Patel and for 
event sponsorship you may contact any one of the Board members or send us an 
email at contact@gsbaltimore.org. 
 
From the bottom of our hearts, thank you to all who have stepped forward to help 
us celebrate our past events.  And, we cannot express enough our gratitude and 
appreciation to all our volunteers, committee members, their spouses and children, 
our sponsors and well-wishers.  We humbly request you all to please continue to 
provide us your support and encouragement. 
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Grand Navratri Program – October 10, 17 and 24, 2015 
Meadowbrook Athletic Complex, Ellicott City, MD 

Diwali Dinner & Music Program – November 7, 2015 
New Town High School, Owing Mills, MD 



 
 

3541, BRENBROOK DR., RANDALLSTOWN MD 21133 
 

TEL: 410 655 1600 
www.akbarpalace.com 

BEST INDIAN DINING & CATERING 
 

In Maryland, DC, Northern Virginia Delaware & Southern PA 
 

Now offering all inclusive packages for your  
 

Weddings, Anniversary, Birthday & Graduation 
We provide services at prestigious Banquet Halls and Hotels 

 Tables, Chairs, Linens, China 
 Appetizers, Dinner, Desserts 
 Full Deluxe and soda bars 

 To suit any budget and occasion. 
Contact  

cknigam@akbarpalace.com 
Tel: 410 655 1600 

Please visit our restaurant in Randallstown for 

$10.00 off on $ 50.00 or more 
$20.00 off on $100.00 or more  

Valid when you order one entrée per person 
Not valid with any other offer or promotion 

Not valid with buffet  



 

 

 

  GUJARATI SAMAJ OFALTIMORE 
 

Cordially invites all Garba & Raas enthusiasts to 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place: Meadowbrook Athletic Complex, 5001 Meadowbrook Lane, Ellicott City, MD 21403 
Time: 8:00 PM to 12:00 AM – Saturday October 10th, 17th & 24th, 2015  

GUJARATI SAMAJ OF BALTIMORE PRESENTS 2015 

DANDIYA DHAMAAL 

Saturday, October 10, 2015 with Live Band - Saaz Aur Sangeet Group  

Saturday, October 17, 2015 with Live Band - Swaraanjali Group   

Saturday, October 24, 2015 with Live Band - Vipul Acharya Group from India 



Patel BrothersPatel BrothersPatel BrothersPatel Brothers    
International Groceries - Wholesale/Retail 

Everything and very competitive pricesEverything and very competitive pricesEverything and very competitive pricesEverything and very competitive prices    
Many items on Special Deal and Super DealMany items on Special Deal and Super DealMany items on Special Deal and Super DealMany items on Special Deal and Super Deal    

Many varieties of green/fresh vegetables and fruits at best Many varieties of green/fresh vegetables and fruits at best Many varieties of green/fresh vegetables and fruits at best Many varieties of green/fresh vegetables and fruits at best 
pricespricespricesprices    

A large selection of frozen foods and ice creamsA large selection of frozen foods and ice creamsA large selection of frozen foods and ice creamsA large selection of frozen foods and ice creams    
 

        PATEL BROTHERS   2080  University Blvd E   Langley Park, MD 20783      (301) 422-1555 

        PATEL BROTHERS    6504 Baltimore National Pike, Catonsville, MD 21228   (410) 719-2822 

        PATEL BROTHERS   15110  Frederick Rd       Rockville, MD 20850             (301) 340-8656 

        PATEL BROTHERS   11116  Lee Highway    Fairfax. VA 22030                 (703) 273-7400 

 

 

 



 

 

 

GUJARATI SAMAJ OF BALTIMORE 
 

Cordially invites all Garba & Raas enthusiasts to 

Grand Navratri Dandiya 2015 
Mark your calendar 

Join us for the best Navratri Programs in Maryland 
 

Enjoy Onsite Delicious Food Prepared By Various Area Restaurants 

Refreshments available for purchase 

  

Saturday, October 10, 2015, Time 8:00 PM to 12:00 AM, Live Band: Saaz Aur Sangeet Group 

Saturday, October 17, 2015, Time 8:00 PM to 12:00 AM, Live Band: Swaraanjali Group   

Saturday, October 24, 2015, Time 8:00 PM to 12:00 AM, Live Band: Vipul Acharya Group from India 

Meadowbrook Athletic Complex, 5001 Meadowbrook Lane, Ellicott City, MD 21403 

(35,000 square feet of unobstructed gymnasium space) 

Driving Directions: 

From I-95: 

Take MD route 100 West. Proceed and take exit 1A Long Gate Parkway. At the ramp, turn left on Long Gate. At the dead end, turn right on Meadowbrook 

Lane and after you pass the park, the Athletic Complex is on your left. 

From MD Rt.29: 

Take MD Route 100Esat towards Glen Burnie. Take first exit 1A Long Gate Parkway. At stop sign, go straight onto Meadowbrook Lane. After you pass the park, 

the Athletic Complex is on your left. 

Overflow Parking at Park and Ride Lot adjacent to the Complex. 

    
 

        For Aarti and Prasad sponsorship      or 

        additional information please Contact: 

               Hament Patel              443-974-0344  

               Shailesh (Sly Patel)    443-865-2525 

               Atul Patel                     410-833-2251 

               Raj (Bunty) Patel        410-998-9838 

   Manisha Bhatt   410-661-8737  

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Gujarati Samaj of Baltimore Presents 

Diwali Dinner & Music Program on Saturday, 

November 7, 2015 at New Town High School, MD 

Tickets: $50(VIP), $40 & $30 

 

Saturday – November 7, 2015 - Concert: 7:00 PM–11:00 PM 

Dinner: 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM Tickets: $50(VIP), $40 & $30 

Children under Five years free in General Seating Only 

New Town High School 

4931 New Town Blvd, Owings Mills, MD 21117 

Please buy tickets online at www.gsbaltimore.org 

For additional information please contact: 
Hament Patel  (443)-974-0344                      Sly Patel                (443)-865-2525 

Manisha Bhatt (410)-661-8737                      Raj (Bunty) Patel (410)-998-9838 

Rupal Shah      (410)-203-1963                      Ashish Parikh       (443)-677-5091 

Diwali Dinner & Music Program on Saturday 

November 7, 2015 at New Town High School 

Gujarati Samaj of Baltimore Presents 



W, 36th St. Baltimore, MD 853 W, 36th St. Baltimore, MD 21211
TEL: (410) 235-0218 
FAX: (410) 788-9305

We thank the Asian Community
For their tremendous support

We provide Mandap  For wedding at
Reasonable rent

We specialize in Flower  Decorations  for  Weddings
and Concerts in  the Asian  Traditions…

Our latest acquisition "Chowl" Mandap and 
other assessories

We provide Floral services everywhere in the
U.S.A and Overseas, especially to India

PURNIMA DESAI
*******************************************************************************************



The Guajarati Samaj of Baltimore would like to congratulate 
Rishabh Maharaja and his team on a successful launch of the 
Project Hermes payload onboard a sub-orbital sounding 
rocket. On the 12th of August 2015, at 6:04 a.m., Project 
Hermes successfully launched into space and reached an 
altitude of 155.6 km! The payload rode onboard NASA’s 

Terrier-Improved Malemute sub-orbital sounding rocket from 
the Mid Atlantic Regional Space Port, which is operated by 
NASA’s Wallops Flight Facility in Chincoteague, Virginia.  

Rishabh Maharaja is currently the Deputy Flight Operations 
Team Lead for the EO-1 mission at NASA’s Goddard Space 

Flight Center, an adjunct professor at Capitol Technology 
University (CTU), and the Principle Investigator & Concept 
Developer for Project Hermes. His team consists of the 
following personnel: James “Aaron” Bush (CTU), Jeff Williams 

(CTU), Anh Ho, (CTU), Carl Hansen (CTU), Carlos Del Cid 
(CTU), Ben Serano (CTU), Dylan Rankin (UMBC), Daniel 
Bottner (Starlight Studios), Professor Angela Walters 
(Department Chair Astronautical Engineering (CTU)).  

Rishabh and his team became the first in the world to: 

1. Establish Wi-Fi network in space for system bus use 

2. Pair an Android smartphone in space to an  
Iridium-based Wi-Fi hotspot device 

3. Use & program applications (such as Iridium and 
various Android automation apps) available in the 
Google Play store to function as our Flight Software 
(FSW). 

4. Use TCP / IP devices (smartphone & smartwatch 
(used by Aaron Bush)) on the ground as our 
Telemetry & Command System. 

Note: The versatility of their system is such that their Mission 
Operations Center (MOC) was nothing more than a tent and a 
few wireless devices. This means that the operators of such a 
system could theoretically be anywhere on the planet and 
receive data directly from a payload, as well as command it, 
using their system. 

Here are some links to videos from our YouTube channel:  
 
1.      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGcHYIxdTc4 

(Shows the rocket launch as seen from Rishabh’s  
              cell phone)       

2.       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7cdO9cPnCY  

(Video recorded by Colorado University Boulder; you 
can see our wonderful planet Earth, as well as parts 
of the rocket falling back. You can also see the 
antenna used for the Project Hermes Payload) 

 

 

3.      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G548GDgeWj4  

(Video from the MOC (a tent on the launch pad and 
our victory cheer) In the victory cheer video, the team 
was calling out their mission sequence in the tent).  

The goal of the team wasn't to downlink any specific kind of 
data, but they had pre-programmed a load to send down the 
letters of the English alphabet. They were expecting data at 
3min and 30seconds into flight, and that's EXACTLY when 
they got the data. They just wanted to prove that we can use 
WiFi for a system bus on a space-bound payload.  

Yes, the Project Hermes team established a network on 
the rocket; AND WERE SUCCESSFUL! To further their work, 
Rishabh would very much like to develop a system bus that is 
different from anything that flies today, and he knows exactly 
what to develop. Rishabh feels that they can completely 
change how the Flight Operations Team (FOT), can fly a 
spacecraft, and how the spacecraft itself interacts with various 
components onboard. For more information on Project 
Hermes, feel free to contact Rishabh Maharaja via email at 
rymaharaja@captechu.edu. Rishabh would like to dedicate 
this achievement to his parents, who moved from India, just to 
give their kids a brighter future.  

Picture (top left): Rishabh Maharaja 
Picture (top right): Rocket Launch 
Picture (bottom):   
[Back Row Left to Right]: Ben Serano, Aaron Bush, Jeff Williams, 
Angela Walters, Daniel Bottner.  
[Front Row Left to Right]: Carl Hansen, Anh Ho, Carlos Del Cid, 
Rishabh Maharaja 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7cdO9cPnCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G548GDgeWj4
mailto:rymaharaja@captechu.edu


 



 







 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2015 EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

 
Music & Dinner Program @ New Town High School ....................................... April 26, 2015 
Picnic @ Centennial Park East Pavilion H ......................................................... August 9, 2015 
Vraj Temple, PA ......................................................................................... September 12, 2015 
Navratri @ Meadowbrook Athletic Complex ................................ Saturday, October, 10 2015 
Navratri @ Meadowbrook Athletic Complex ................................ Saturday, October 17, 2015 
Navratri @ Meadowbrook Athletic Complex ................................ Saturday, October 24, 2015 
Diwali Dinner & Music Program @ New Town High School .... Saturday, November 7, 2015 
General Body Meeting .........................................................................................................TBA 
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