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BYL&WS OF GUJARATI SAMAJ, INC.,

{(Adopted on

ARTICIE I. NAME AND AIMS OF THE CORPORATION

Section 1. Name: The name of the Corporation (which ig hereinafter called
the "Corporation”) is Gujarati Semaj, Inc.

gection 2. Aims: This Corporation will provide members of (Asiatie)
(wjarati and Gujarati speaking community regiding in the State of Maryland,
and other citizens of Marylend, and neighboring states, with an organization
dedicated to the educational, cultural, intellectual and charitable pursuits
that are consistent with the fostering of = closer association between
people with common aims and ideals. The activities of the organization
shall facilitate both (1) the acguisition of knowledge about and the apprec-
ietion of Gujarat's culture, tradition, religious and performing arts by its
membership and (ii) the dissemination of the same to the community =t large
through the promotion of public discussion groups, panels, lectures, work-
shops, movies and cultural programs of the performing arts of {Asiatic)
Gujarati and other Indian origin. The orgenization shall pursue all sduca-
tional, literary, intellectual, charitable and social activities consistent
with the objeectives stated above, in order to develop and enlarge the
establishment of closer association and-integration of the educational,
cultural and religious values of Gujarat intoc the cultures of the communities
that are permanently residing in the State of Maryland and other states. '
The organization believes that establishment of such educational and cultural
links between the (Asiatic) Indien community and the communities now re-
5iding in Maryland would enrich the evolving tradition and enliture of Mary-
lend as well as the United States of America.

ARTICIE 1I. TNDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Eligibility: Amy adult over 1B years of sge, who is interested

in the furtherance of the stated aims of the Corporation is entitled to
membership in the Corporation and shall pay such dues and fees as the

Board of Trustees of the Corporation may determine subject to the approval
of the General Body.

Section ¢. Prerogatives: Fach member in good standing and on payment of
current dues and fees shall be entitled to 11 the benefits of the activities
of the Corporation and shall be entitlod to the exercise of one vote in

Tthe General Body meeting on all substantive issues, including the election

ot oificers oi the Corpurstion. Hon-payment of annual dues shall result -
in the automatic loss of membership in the Corporatiof. - The names of -  —--
members who are in arrears of dues or who have moved gut of Maryland shall

bLe periodienlly reported to the Board ol Trusteces by the Secretary of the ‘
Corporation for formal deletion of their names from the membership list

of the Corporation. Gross impropriety om the part of a mewber which is
injurious to the furtherance of the objectives of the Corporation may re-
sult in the loss of his/her membership status, on recomuendation by the

Board and subseguent approval of such recommendation by a simple mojority
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of the Genaral Body. The membership tee of such a person shall he refunded
in full on such foreitwre of membership in the Corporation. -
Section 3, Anmal Meeting: e ammual Geperal Body meeting of the member-
smip of the Corporstion shall be held on the lasxt Saturday or last Bunday
of June in each year beginning with the yoar 1976 for the purpose of
clecting Officers and for the tranaaction of such other business as may
come before the meeting.

Section 4. Specisl Meoetings: BSpecial meetings of the members of the Co-
rporation, fé6r any purpcse or purposes, may be zalled after giving due
notice to the membarship as required in Section 5 of Article 1I, by the
President or by majority vote of the Board of Trustees or by 25 members
of the Corporation through a signed petition addresszed to the President,
The President is hereby mandated to call a special meeting as and when

25 members regquest -such a meeting, in writing. :

Sectien 5. Notice of Meeting: Written or printed notice stating the place,
day and hour of the meeting, and in case of special meeting, Llbe purpose
or purposes for which the meeting is called shall be delivered at least
two weeks (14 days) prior to the date of the meeting, either personally
or by mail to the members and the notice of the meeting shall be signed
by the President, Secretaty or Chairman of the Board of Trustees. If
mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when deposited in the
United States mail, and addressed to the member at his mddress as it
appears on the membership list of the Corporation, with postage therein
prepaid. )

Section 6. Plnce of Meeting: The members of the Board of Trustees may
collectively designate through a majority vote any place either within

or without the State ms the place of meeting for any annual meeting 050
R ariiag or for any special meeting called by the Prezident,
Secretary or Chairman of the Board of Trustees, The place for meetings
gpecially called by the signed petition of 25 members of the Corporsation
.8hall be within the geographicel boundaries of Baltimore city or adjacent
counties. A waiver of notice sigmed by all members of the Corporation may

- designate any place, either within or without the State unless otherwise

prescribed by statute, as the place for holding such a meeting. If no
designation is made, or if a special meeting be otherwise called, the
piace of meeting shall be deemed as the principal oftice of the Corporation

. while transacting tusiness of the Corporatiocn.

Section 7. Membership list: It is the duty of the Secretary of the
Corporation to ensure that a current and updated 1ist of members of the
Corporation ia maintained at all timesa and that he or she shall verify

the signed asttendsance 1ist of all members attending the anmual general

body meeting of the Corporation with the official list maintained by the
Corporation. An attendance list cuntaining the signatures of all members
attunding special. meetings of the Corporation &hell wlso be mointained by, -
the Secretary of the Corporation. It shall be the responsibility of the
member to notity the Secretary of the Corporntion as mnd when a change ol

address tokes place.
Bection 8. Quoyrum: Twenty-one membersz present and voting shall constitute

a quoram for the conduct of business by the general body meeting of membars
of the Corporation.

R
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Section 9. Proxies: At all gencral body meetings of the Corporation, the
members are required to participate in the conduet of vusiness through
zitendance in yperson, and therefore, there shall be no voting by proxy.
Section 10, Vvtinm: FEach member of the Corporaticn is entitled to vote
in aecordance with the torms and provisions set fourth in these bylaws und
shall be entitled to one vote in peraon only at oll meetings of the general
membership of this Corporation. All elections for officers of this Co- ..
rporation or for membership on the Board of Trusteas shall be decided by
pPlurality vote and as set furth in the bylaws of this corporation.
Section 11, Order of Business: The order of business at all mestings of
the general membership of the corporation shall be the following if such
meetings are called specifically to conduct the business of the Corporation
(1) Roll call ns presented by the Secretary through signa-
tures of the members present at the meeting. While the
signatures can be collectad at any time before the
meeting i3 over, the Becretary should preszent at least
the signaturea of Zlmembers of the Corporation before
the meeting can be opened by the President to transact
busineas.
(2) Proof of notice of meeting or waiver of notice verified
by the President and the Secretary.
(3) Opening statement of the President or any officer of
the Corporation.
(4) Reading of minutes and other reports by the Secretary
or any officer of the Corporation.
g 5) Report of treasurer
6) Nominations and/or elections of Officers and Arfriliates,
if any. )
('7) Unfinished business,
(8) New business or questions from the membership seeking
ansSwers .,
' (9) Adjourrment.
The agendas for meetings called for the presentation of educational and
cther cultural programs are exempt from the order of business specified
above.

ARTTCIE ITII. AFTFILIATE MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Elimihility: Any sister organization (hereinafter called the
Affiliate”) of the (Asiatic) Tndian commnity duly registered in the

dtate of Maryland cengaged in non-profit educational and cultural activities
whc:lly consistent with all the aims of the cnrp-rnt:l-.-n, moy apj:ly for
cifiliate status in the Corpuration subject io recumscndation by the Poord
ol Trustees and acceptance by tie Gencral Body and upon payment of such ..
dues and ftees as the Board may determine, o
Scction 2. Treropatives: Bach ordinary momber o the Affiliate iz on-
titled Lo the benefits of all the activities of tlwe oarperation, but shall
nut exerciso voting riphts in the General Budy wmeoting of the Corporation.
Section 3. Representation: FEach Aftilinte iz entitled to meminate a
rupresentative on the Bowrd of Trastees of the Corperation, provided that
the total nmumbor of such reprugentatives doos not exceod three at any time,
In the event that there are wmore than throee arfiliates at one time,
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vecancias on the Board of Trustees shall be filled in rotation, by those
Afiiliates without representation, in the chronological order in which
they nequired Atriliate status. Representatives of APFilintes on the

— Bard ol Frustees shnll be cntitled to the excreisze of all prerogatives

normaily assigned to the other members of the Buard of Trustees including
that of voting., The Altiliates may loae their memberstdp statua on the
Board ror non-payment of’ dues or gross impropriety which is injurious to
the Turtlierance of the objectives of the Corporation, on such recommendation
made by the Board to the General Body and the latter's approval of the ssme
-—D¥ a.8impla2 majority vote. ’ : ‘

. -

ARTICIL IV. OFFICERS

% gection 1. Officers: The affairas of the Corporation shall be manuged by
& doard of Trustees, consisting of the Chairman of the Board, President
Pragidont-fleet, also known asz Vice“Tresidcnt, ecretary, casurer, E_ro‘

“Add{iors, Representatives of Affiliates, and three members wominated by

~The rresident . )

Section 2. Duties: The President of the Board of Trustoea shall. be the
hesident Agent of the Corporation and the Chief Executive Officer of the
Cerporation and he or she will be asaisted by all Officers of the Co-
rporation. The outgoing Preszident of the Corporation shall assume the
cffie=s of the Chairman of the Board of Trustees with the commencement of
the new business year of the Corporation starting on July 1, 1976. Until
such time, the newly elected officers of the Corporation shall nominote
any rember of Gujarati Samaj, Inc. (elected on June 14, 1975 by the
board) Chairman of the Doard, The chairman of the Board shell have no
2x2cutive authority except as and when delegated such authority by the
dcerd during the absemce of the President due to resignation and pending
the eppointment or election of a new Fregident. The President of the
2oard shall ordinarily have the responsibility to preside at all Doard
reetings of the Corporation. In the absence of the President ol the
Boerd, the Vice-Prosident shall presidc.

Bectizn 3. Regponsgibilities of the Chairman and of the Poard of Trustees:
If &t any time, the Fresident who is the Chief Executive Officor , due

t¢ ecircunstances beyond his or her control relinquishes his or.her oftice
gercrs the expiration of his or her temm of oftfice, the Chairman of the
Jrard shall be vested with the aathurity to nominate a Presidont (pro-
texpure) from ameng the clected officers of the Corporativn and' in
concultation with the !oard of Tructces, to 111 the vacancy btor the
revzinder of the unexpired term and the numinatoed olficer shall carry out
the funmctions of the vaeated pogition on tne Bacd.  Farthermoru , bhe
Chalirman ol the Board -1 frustees zhaldl ivam and rreside overe a Gounceil

~ L svivisers (oot excexding Uive memuers) vwho in his or her view can Pt~
viic appropriate counsel to the Corprrutivn on spoeific issuns, by virtue
“f treir protoscional o mmpetance, 'The repaesentation on the Cowncil will,
b rulti-digeiplinary, and will cicorpass the fiolds of arts, scienees,
sra amanities.  The mombers of the Council of Advisors moy attend tho
revtings of the Doard of Prustees on gpecind. Invitation trom the Chaiiman
& tie jkard and may partieipate fully in oll of the discusziosns at the
rueting. ‘The members nf the Council will bave no vote and their texmw ot
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oftice snh&ll be for r poriod of two years from the date of initial appoint.
meni and the members are entitled for reappointment withcout any restr-
iction to the number of terms they may serve in an adviscry capaelty. IL
at army time, the Chairman of the Board of Trustees is unable to centinae

in offize for wimtever reasons, he or she shall submit & letter of re-
signaiion to the FRoord which if accepted will require the President to

hold the additicnal utfice of Chairman of the Board, without prejudice to'-
Iis or her responsibilities as President of the Corporatisn, The President
who is holding the additional office of Chairman shall be designeoted as
Acting Chairman until he or she assumes the office of Chairman by virtue
of his retirement from the Office of Fresident of Gujarati Samaj, Inc..
During such eventuality, the tensure of office of Chairman may exceed
twelve months. .

¥ Section 4. Election of Officers: In an snmal general election, nomi-

nations for each of the following positions shall be presented to the
members of the Corporation: A. President-T t., B. Secretary, C. Treasurer,
D. Two Auditors. A pominating commitiee shall be constituied before the
end o a caléndar JE&r and snall consist o & mempers ol the Board,
“ofie_of whom SB&ll be the President-Elect (who will serve as the CHEIrman
6F _the nominating committee), the othar Two members belng appoifited by
the outgeing Tresident ol the Corporation from among the elacted members

of the Board of Trustees. The chairman of the nominating cormittea shell
seek written nomingtions from the general membership. Any two members of
the Corporation can nominate snother member for an office provided written
consent from the member so nominated is presented to the Chairman of the
nominating committee by elther the proposer or seconder of a nomination,
While the neminating committee by majority action can recommend a slate

of two candidates for each office, it must present all nominations properly
made and recejved to the general membership for action at an annual
election. Notice of amual general body meeting shall be served

nail to thE TEnbeTanTn o leasttnn PeoRe e T SRe pesTion. rF T
mwm%m—omﬁm be dcne
through a postel ballot provided the ballots are mailed in stamped, reply
paid envelopes, two weeks in advance of the election date.’ The ballets

30 returned must be legibly marked .as per instructions supplied with the
ballot and the returning envelope must contain the signaturesz and address
of the member who is casting the ballot. The outgoing President shall
function as the election officer and install the of'ficers of the Co-
rporation. ' '

Section 5. Tepure: A1l Officors of the Corporaticn, the Representatives
of the Arfiliates and the nominated members of the Board shall scrve for

a period of one year comaencing on July 1 and onding on June 30 of the
subseguent yuesr, A1 redirins oifice of bhe torporation mey oller
themselves for ection for one acdditionnl consecutive-ferm. Re-
pregsentatives of the Affilistes are noifinated to oard of Trustees in
writing to the President by the appropriate organizational counterpart of
the Affiliate, The retiring iresident of the Corporation automatically
assumes the respongibilities of Chairnen of the Board of Trusteeaz for the
following year. The Presidoni-~elect will pssume the responsibiiitles of
the President for the folluwirg year,
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Section . General Iuwers: The business affairs of the Corpuration shall
be managed Ly the Board of Trusthes, The mombers of the Buard may adopt
such rules and regulativnc for the vomhict of their meetings and the
ranovgement ol the Corporatiun as they may doom proper, not inconcistent
with the Lylaws and the laws of this 3tato.
Scetion 7. Reoymlar Meotings: ‘Uhe Board oi Trustees shall meet repularly
&t least once o month, at the end of the date, time and place previcvusly
agreed to by the majority ot members of the Board present at the proceding
niweting .
Section 8, Special Meetinga: Special meetings of the Board of Trustces
1ay be called by the Presidont, Chairman of the Hoard, or any two cfficers
of the Corporation acting through the President er the Chairman of the
S0ard. The President or the Cheirman of the Doard, depending on vwho called
the meeting, may fix the place for holding the special meeting. But the
time of the special meeting shall be fixed at the convenience of the
majority of members of the Boara. )
Section 9. Notice: Notice for all meetinge of the Board shall be given
in writing at least one w2ak prior to the schedulecd date of the meeting,
and such notices may be sent either by mail or by telegram or telcphone.
Hewever, undor extraordinary circumstances or during emergencies as
dotermined by the Chairman of the Board or the President of the Corporation,
the above notice of reguirement can be walved and a gpecial meeting can
Le held to transact a specific item of business, provided two thirds of
the rembers of the Board, exclusive of members of affiliates, arc presecnt
2t such meetings. llowever, whenever guch a meeting is held a waiver of
notice must be obtained from those members of the Board whu are unable
to be present at the special meeting.
- ggetion 10. Removal of members of the Board of Trustees: Any or all
nepbers ol the Board of Trustees may be rumoved for couse by .vote of
‘the members ol the Corporastion if a majurity of the total members of the
Corporation vote in favor of such action. Any member of the Board of |
Trustees may also be removed from the Bomrd for camse, il two-thirds of
the members of the Board present vote in favor of such en action. The
rembers of' the Board of Trusteea shall ottend at least nine cut of bwelve
rnonthly meetings of the Buard in any one yoar, It shall be the re-
Sponsibility of each Doard member to notify the Secretary in advance if
he/she can not attend the meeting. The Board will determine whether
ezch absent shall be excused or unexcused, By fajilure to attend the
required mumbur ol meotings or because of oxeessive unaxcused absences
ur by remaining absent in four consequence meetings, he/she shall
_autmnaticnll,v 'orieit his/imr mopibership on the Booaxrd of Trustees. ‘
J?Em—m‘mr, Toe Bomed will be required to notify thio membor in writime u:l‘ﬂ

nis/her rignte moxd Autices before taking acbion ot removing the massbor,

sSection 11, Poesijugtion: A mwomber-of tho Board oy rédist at any time- —

provided ho or she hus glven a written netice to the President op
Chairman of the Buad and un accoptance ol such rogimumtion by n mnjority
vote of the lward., The peneral mumbership ol the Coryeration sl be
infurmed ol such resigmations at the waolicot oportunity.

guction 12. Compensation: lu compennati:a shall be 1aid te bhe momboers
i the Loard of ‘I'rupstees, as such, 4 thelr sorvieus wr v swebund
attcndanee at any of the meetings o the B ox Ghe peneral membershiip
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of the Cirporation. lHothing herein contained shill be construed to pre-
clude sny member of the Corporation who iz not o member of the Board from
raondarins service to the Corporation in any cther copacity and receiving
compensation therefor.

Secticn 15, Fresurption of Assent: A merber of o Hoord who is present

at e meeting of the Board at widch action «n any ccrperate netter is
taken shzll be presumed to have asgentzd t- the actior taken unless his
cr her dissent is entered in the mimites of the meeting or submitted in

vwriting, prior to adjourment. Such right to dissent shall not apply to

a2 member after he or she has voted in favor of such anction.

Section 1M. Executive and other Committees of the Board:

The 3uard, by resolution frem among its meberz, shall desipgnate on
executive committee or other committees, each comgisting of three or more
nombers of the Board., Each such ¢committee shall serve at the pleasure of
the Board.

Secticn 15. Quortm: The presence of two-thirds of members of the Board
of Trustees, exclusive of representatives of Affiliates (ss defined in
Art, III), shell constitute a guorum for the conduct of business by the
Acard of Trustees,

Section 1€, Preoxies: A memdbar of the Board of Trusteez may vote hy
oruxy prcwided/a written authorigzation for casting such a proxy vote is
sutmitted by the member of the Board to the Secretary of the Corporation,
Trior to the meeting. The proxy authorization must name the member of
the Board who is suwthorized to cast the vote on behalf of the membexr

who requests the privilege of voting by proxy.

RTICLE V, ADMINISTRATION AL FIMANCIAIL COI'TROL .

" Becticn 1. Membershiv: It is hereby 1aid down that all officers qf the
" Corporation shall hold their offices exclusively by virtue of their

membership of the Corporation and their temare shall terninate when their
mexoership ceases. It is their obligation to inform the Doard of Trusiees
wken any such change takes place,

Section 2. Residence: Fesidence in the State of Maryland and neighboring
states is the basis for membership in the Corporation and membersz shall
notilly the Board of Trustces when a member terminates such residence in
the State of Maryland and neighboring states.

Scetion 1. Archivec: Tt is the duty ol the President to ensure that
adaquate safepuards arc taken for preserviig the archives of the Co-
rperaticn in e safe and recular ranper. The auditors will make specifie
refaronc: to tiis asneet o wneir swilt in their anouasl report.

Secklen b, lemvershdis list: It is 4ke aut; of Lhe Socretury to ensure
that s current and up-to-date list cf mombers is maintained at all tines —."
Section 9. llewsletter: The Overetary cinall also function as the Editor-
in-chief whenaver ithe C.roorati-n publishes nrwsletters in its name,
Sectirn &. Control of Punds: The depcsiting and disburzoment of all funds
shall be subject to the diregiion orf the board of Trustees. The Treamsurer
shell be responsible for i contrnl and :-.dminia'tra.tion of all funds,

All incoming funds shall ue receive: by the Yreasurer, shall be entered
in the CQorporation twoks zand 530211 be depcsited or invested o prescribed

Ly the Doard of Trustees.
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Seetion 7. Budpet:; The Board of Trustees shall snmually edopt 2 budget
allocating funds of the Corporation for the purpose -f carrying out the
ohjectivas of the Corporation, _
Scotion 8. Controctual responsibilities: The President is empowered and
anthorized to enter into contructz for the Corporation that have been
approved by the Board of Trustees or that are required for the conduct

cf the Corporation's activities specifically provided for in the approved
armal budget.

Section 9. Checks: Checks drawn on the acccunts of the Corporation shall
bear the signatures of nny two of several indivduals whom the Board of
Trustees shall heve authorized to sign checks on behalf of the Corporation.
Section 10, Audits: The accounts of the Corporation shall be audited by
the Auditors at least once a year mnd their report shall be presented to
the General Body at the annual meeting of the Corporation.

Section 11. Figeal Year: The fiscal year of the Corporation shall begin
on July 1 of each year.

Section ]2. Seal: The Board of Trustees shall provide & Corporate Seal
which shall be ¢irculer in form and shall have inscribed thereon the name
of the Corperation, the Btate of Incorporation, and year of incorporation.
In this instance, it shall read as follows; OUJARATI SAMAJ, INC.,
MARYLAND, 1975.

Section 13. Waiver of Notice; Unless otherwise provided by law, whenever
any notice iz required to be given to any member of the Corporation under
the provisions of these by-laws or under the provisions of the Articles
of Incorporation, a walver thereof in writing, signed by the person or
persons entitled to such notice, whether before or after the time staued
therein shall be deemed equivalent of giving such not:l,ca.

A.'RTICD:, VI AIFNDIIENT TO BYI.AWB

Section l. Amendment- Amendmenta to theae byhlﬂwa can be eff¢cted only

by action of the General Body with two-thirds (2/3) of the members present
voting in favor of such amendmants.

Bection 2. MNotlce: Notice of all amendments to bylaws must be communicated

in writing to the general membership by the President at least two weeks

prior to the General Body meeting called to consider the amendments.

Section 3. Amendment proposal: Requests for amendments to bylews made by

a member and duly seconded by another member must be submitted in writing

to the President on or before May 1 of each year. Such amendmenis proposed

by membera of the Corporstion shall be presented for action only at the

anrual General Body meeting of the Corporation.

Sectien b. Official Amendments: Requests for amendments to bylaws made

by a majority vabe of the Baard of Tyrustees nay be submitted to the General -
Hody by the President at sny time provided due notice has been given ot~ o T
such amendments to the Corporation merbership as required in Article VI,
Section 2.

Section 5, Robert's Rules of Order: fThe rules contnined in the current
edition of Heburt's Kules of Order, liewly Revised shall govern in all

cases to which they are applicable when they are not inconsistent with

these byliws.




