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President’s Message 
 
All Garba and Raas enthusiasts! Are you ready for Grand Navratri Dandiya 2010?  I am 
sure the answer will be yes and most can’t wait to celebrate “Navratri”. 
 

As we were unable to get any commitment from Community College of Baltimore 
County (CCBC) to host Navratri program, our committee members have worked very 
diligently for past several months to secure new places for us to hold Navratri and I am 
very happy to inform you that not only we were able to secure new venues but we were 
also able to find new venues with excellent locations and with more capacity than 
CCBC.  The management at both facilities has gone out of their way to accommodate our 
needs and we kindly thank them for their cooperation.  Please also note that due to our 
rental agreement and county requirements of the new venues, all participants will be 
required to wear socks for Raas and Garba.  Both venues have durable and versatile 
synthetic flooring option unlike the traditional hardwood floor.  So, wearing socks will 
not be slippery for raas and garba activities.  I am very confident that all members will 
truly like the new venues that we have selected.  I am also pleased to inform you that all 
three nights of celebration is supported by UMBC's (University of Maryland, Baltimore 
County) up and coming Garba-Raas team the “UMBC Raascals”.  We are very excited to 
inform you that Raj (Bunty) Patel has donated a new mandir specifically for us to use for 
Navratri programs. 
 

Based on the feedback we have received from our Gujarati community and after our grand 
success of Swarnim Gujarat celebration, we are once again joining hands with Gujarati 
Samaj of Metropolitan Washington for celebrating this year’s Diwali on November 13th, 
2010.  The gala event will include authentic delicious Gujarati food followed by live 
musical program by very young and talented “Sa Re Ga Ma Pa singing superstar Tina”.  
We have selected a location which we believe will be convenient to the members of both 
associations.  For details, see elsewhere in the Newsletter and please visit our website for 
updated information. 
 

Last, our picnic held in August couldn’t have been successful without your participation 
and an excellent support we received from Jagruti Hament Patel, Kumud Kanu Patel, 
Rekha Atul Patel, Bhavna Sly Patel, Rajeshwari Gaurang Patel, Meena Raj Patel, 
Anuradha Navrang Patel, Bhanu Chiman Patel, Niru Manu Shah and several other 
members who took the initiative to make this event a successful one.  We truly appreciate 
and acknowledge their support.  Lastly, we would like to acknowledge and thank our 
caterer Pawan Foods for a very good job.   
 

We welcome our new volunteer, Manisha Bhatt, to the committee.  We also invite young 
families with children to contact Ami Gadhia.  For details, see elsewhere in the 
Newsletter. 
 

I take this opportunity to sincerely thank all participants, volunteers and committee 
members for their support and help. 
 

Payesh Jhaveri�
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Past Events 
 

Picnic 
  
Our picnic for 2010 was held on August 20, 2010 at Cedar Lane Park.  We had a great response and 
had to close registration/participation at 250 due to pavilion capacity.  We were able to 
accommodate most who also were on the waiting list.  We were a little disappointed that there were 
a few no shows.  Our picnic started with a lunch of Gathia, Jalebi, Marcha, Bhel and 
sandwiches.  There were plenty of activities for all participants which included card games, 
Antakshari, walking and hiking, volleyball and cricket.  Before dinner, we had roasted corn and 
Garam, Garam Gotta with tea.  The evening dinner included Khichadi, Poori, Shak, Chash, Papad 
and pickles. 
  
Again, we want to thank all who helped with the picnic logistics and provided their time on the day 
of the picnic.  We are looking forward to our next picnic and have already booked a bigger pavilion 
for next year.  This way, we hope to be able to accommodate a greater number of participants.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION 
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-��	��6�� http://www.diwalifestival.org/diwali-in-history.html    Slightly edited by Manu Shah to make it more readable.�
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Message for Families with Small Children 
�
Like many of you, I have a “young family”.  I’m a wife and mom to a toddler son.  Exposing our son to the 
Gujarati language, culture, and heritage is important to us.  After talking to a couple of friends with similar 
backgrounds, we concurred that there’s interest in activities geared especially towards families with small 
children.  This would benefit our children as they’d be culturally engaged earlier in life, and would allow 
parents to share their experiences.    

Group events may include trips to the pumpkin patch, nature center, or simply gathering for a culturally-
themed story time or musical hour.  So that we may gauge interest and plan for such activities, please e-mail 
me (Ami Gadhia) directly at a.d.gadhia@gmail.com. 

Community News 

Our deepest sympathies to the family of Thakorbhai Natvarlal Shah of Bavla, Gujarat who passed away on 
September 10, 2010.  Thakorbhai was brother of our members, Gopal and Kanu Shah, and father of 
Dharmesh and Nimesh Shah. 

Our deepest sympathies to the family of our member Bharatbhai Rami whose father-in-law Chandulal 
Jethalal Rami of Reisterstown, Maryland, passed away at the age of 79 on September 9, 2010. 

Help Wanted 

Raju and Monica Shah of Hanover, Maryland are looking for a full time nanny for their new born daughter 
Devika.  Please contact Raju Shah at 443-996-3778 or Monica Shah at 443-306-9955.�
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From the Desk of the Secretary 
 
Here is a quick primer on writing in Gujarati on your computer screen.  Go to your Internet browser and type or paste the 
following: 
 
http://www.google.com/transliterate/gujarati 
 
You can now start typing using English language and it will translate to Gujarati using Unicode.  For example, if you type Maru 

Nam Che Manu (or your name) you will see the following:  ��� �� ���  ��  �� ��. 

 
We encourage everyone to give it a try.  You will find it easy to use and an amazing tool at your finger tip.  If you run in to any 
difficulty, just call me and I will walk you through the process. 
 
Once you become familiar with the tools available including a Gujarati to English and English to Gujarati Dictionary, spell 
checker, as well as Gujarati alphabet, the next step is to install Gujarati IME.  You can install IME by clicking on:  
 
http://www.google.com/ime/transliteration/  
 
and choosing Gujarati.  This will allow you to change your key board to type in Gujarati using phonetic Gujarati just as I did 
before in any writing software you use such Word, Word pad, etc.    
 
Once you have downloaded and installed Gujarati Input Method Editor (IME), you will need to install Gujarati language button on 
your desk top tool bar.  You may have to follow directions provided by your operating system to do this part.  This will allow you 
to toggle between English and Gujarati language when using your Word software.  You do not need to install any separate 
Gujarati fonts and people who see your mail or document will not need any separate Gujarati fonts to read your documents. 
 
We will post a more detailed explanation on our website.  We encourage you to experiment, use the tools available to 
communicate with members of your family and pass the word to others.  It will allow our language to flourish in USA.  Let me 
know if you need any additional clarification. 
*************************************************** *************************************************** ** 
We had solicited articles in Gujarati for this issue of the Newsletter and we have received a number of contributions.  We are also 
encouraging all our members to learn how to write in Gujarati.  You will find the contribution by Fakirchand Dalal very 
interesting and thought provoking.  It shows that you are never too old to learn and that you do not give up on your dreams and 
aspirations.   
*************************************************** *************************************************** ** 
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People to People Conference 
 

 
We are happy to inform you that our Committee member, Shailesh (Sly) Patel is playing a lead role in 
organizing this conference.  While participation is limited to 150 people, if anyone is interested in getting 
additional details, please contact Sly Patel directly. 
 
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
 
As you may know, the People-to-People Conference will once again be taking place on October 28, 
2010.  This event had last taken place in March of 2000 when former President Bill Clinton visited India.  It 
was one of the most important meetings between the two world powers.  Currently, our President Barack 
Obama is planning such a trip to India in the near future.  This planned trip has sparked the revival of 
People-to-People Conference lead by the United States Department of State and the Indian American 
Leadership Council. 
 
This year, the People-to-People Conference will discuss many important events impacting our society.  The 
people of Indian heritage will be given an opportunity to speak with several high-ranking U.S. officials and 
include a keynote address by the Secretary of State, Mrs. Hilary Rodham Clinton. The People-to-People 
Conference is going to highlight a few main topics through the following panels: 
 

·  Renewable Energy and Climate Change; 
·  Water and Sanitation; 
·  Higher Education; 
·  Entrepreneurial Partnerships. 

 
If this sounds interesting to you, please do not hesitate to sign up. The U.S. Department of State will contact 
you with a formal invitation.  You may have to provide additional information, such as your Social Security 
number, your date of birth, your driver license or passport number, etc., for security screening. In addition, I 
will need your first name, last name, phone number (preferably the one which is the easiest to contact you 
at), and your e-mail address.  Please contact me for timing and detail information. 
 
Based on my prior participation, I can share with you that People-To-People Conference is an unbelievable 
experience.  I ask you as a friend to please consider participating in this unique opportunity.  If you are even 
slightly interested in participating in the conference, please do not hesitate to sign up. I am on the planning 
committee and sit on the board for the Indian American Leadership Council, so if you have any questions, 
feel free to ask me. 
 
Once again, please consider participating in this unique event.  I assure you that this is an opportunity that 
you do not want to miss! 
 
Thank you kindly 
 

  
 
Office:  (410)527-1500 
Cell:     (443)865-2525 
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2010 PAST & UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR 

(TENTATIVE) 
 

 

Ski/Snow Tubing Trip to Ski Roundtop ................................................................................................ February 13, 2010 
Management & Team Building Training .................................................................................................. March 06, 2010 
Dinner & Drama – Chitkaar ........................................................................................................................ April 10, 2010 
Vraj Trip ...................................................................................................................................................... April 25, 2010 
50 Years’ Celebration of Gujarat Statehood ................................................................................................. May 08, 2010 
Picnic ........................................................................................................................................................ August 28, 2010 
Navratri @ Gary J. Arthur Community Center ........................................................................................ October 9, 2010 
Navratri @ Meadowbrook Athletic Complex ........................................................................................ October 16, 2010 
Navratri @ Gary J. Arthur Community Center ...................................................................................... October 23, 2010 
Diwali Dinner and Live Concert......................................................................................................... November 13, 2010 
General Body Meeting ............................................................................................................................... December TBD 
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